
2,747
plastic

beverage
bottles

Beach Cleanup Results

ME, NH, MA • 2022

How many
moose would

equal the weight
of litter collected

in 2022?



Find the answer
inside!
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13,044
plastic

wrappers

4,854
plastic
bottle
caps

2,250
plastic
straws



6,779 lbs removed

175,902 items collected

510 cleanups

3,444 volunteers

Item Name Count

1 Cigarette butts/filters           35,140 

2 Other           18,040 

3 Plastic pieces (5mm-2.5cm)           17,652 

4 Plastic wrappers           13,044 

5 Rope scraps (< 1 m)             8,285 

6 Plastic pieces (5mm or less)             8,188 

7 Plastic pieces (2.5cm-10cm)             7,847 

8 Other unknown plastic (> 10 cm)             7,610 

9 Foam pieces (5mm-2.5cm)             5,714 

10 Film (thin/flexible plastic)             5,201 

Did you know
cigarette filters

are made of
plastic? 




This is our top
beach litter

item year after
year!

Cleanup volunteers of all a
ges ta

lly 

The 2022 Trash Tally
We have been cleaning beaches with the community since 2001. Data
gathered from these cleanups help prevent marine pollution. 
Check out what we accomplished together in 2022!

Top 10 

Litter 

Items

We collected these
items from the beach
most often. Almost
all of these items are
made of plastic. 

Read more about the
litter we found at...
blueoceansociety.org
/cleanup-data

data as we clean the beach! 

http://www.blueoceansociety.org/cleanup-data


The weight of litter
collected in 2022 is

equivalent to 4.5 full-
grown male moose!

We collected 67,592 of these single-use
plastic items from beaches in 2022: 

Wrappers
Bottles & caps
Straws
Zip ties (cable ties)
Strapping bands

Grocery bags
Produce bags
Trash bags
Foam cups
Balloons

What single-use plastic item in your life can you replace with
something reusable, non-plastic, or thrifted?

Hold on to your line!



Fishing line entangles
marine life.

Recycle your line in one of
our bins at local marinas

and tackle shops.

Where did

we clean?
We record litter found on the

open ocean during whale
watches, too!




The top items found on the
water were balloons and 

plastic wrappers.



Our cleanups spanned 37
coastal sites from Portland,
ME to Ipswich, MA.  

The most frequently-
cleaned beaches were
Hampton Main Beach in
Hampton, NH and Foss
Beach in Rye, NH.

Did we clean your favorite
beach? Find out more at
blueoceansociety.org/
cleanup-data.

http://www.blueoceansociety.org/cleanup-data
http://www.blueoceansociety.org/cleanup-data


Join us!

Thank you to all of our cleanup partners who clean beaches with us year after year. 
Ameriprise Financial Services
Bangor Savings Bank
Berwick Academy
Bow High School
Coe-Brown Northwood Academy
Community Church of Durham
Girl Scouts
GZA Geoenvironmental, Inc.
Heronfield Academy
Impax Asset Management LLC
Island District Seltzer
John Hancock

Liberty Mutual
Little Harbour School
Londonderry High School
Nottingham Elementary
Philips Exeter Academy
Piscataqaua Savings Bank
PM Group
Prospect Mountain High School
Rye Beach Committee
Rye Girl Scouts
Salesforce
Seacoast Board of Realtors

Seacoast Science Center
Service Credit Union
Sheehan and Phinney
Smith and Nephew
Southern New Hampshire University
State Farm
Timberland Company
Trillium Flow Technologies
University of New Hampshire
Westinghouse Electric
Winnacunnet High School

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers that adopted a beach and clean it monthly.

Albers Family
Always in Motion to Save the
Ocean
Aimee & Acadia Gelineau
Bill Hall
Chucky's Fight
Club Finz of Southern ME
Community Partners
Donna Nutter

Eastman Family
FUUSE & PEA
Good Shepherd's Foundation
League of Conservation Voters
Linda Rickenbach
Lonza
Mainely Conservation
Marcy Ghirardi

Mersisters
NH DES Coastal Program
Nicole & Madison Santley
Seacoast Paddleboard Club
Slacktide Maine
Stephanie Burrows
Tides of Life SUP Yoga
Tilluckdharry Family

Our mission is to protect
marine life in the Gulf of
Maine through research,

education and inspiring action.
Join us for a beach cleanup,
whale watch, or educational
program, and visit our Blue
Ocean Discovery Center! 



To learn more, visit us online

or connect with us 
on social media!




Thank you to our major sponsors:

400 Little Harbor Road #1103, Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 431-0260 

www.blueoceansociety.org

This work was funded, in part, by NOAA's Office for Coastal
Management under the Coastal Zone Management Act in conjunction

with the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
Coastal Program


