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NEWS RELEASE

Date: August 31, 2011

Contacts: Jen Kennedy, Director, or Heather Lewis, Assistant
Phone: (603) 431-0260

E-mail: coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.org

Web: http://blueoceansociety.org/Research/coastal _clehtml

THE 2011 NEW HAMPSHIRE COASTAL CLEANUP: CALL FOR VO LUNTEERS!

PORTSMOUTH- If you enjoy walking along | ' .—

the beach, you’'ll want to join Blue Ocean ,
Society for Marine Conservation on Saturdaga
September 17 for the 2% annual
International Coastal Cleanup in New 4
Hampshire. The cleanup will be conducted {§
more than 25 sites along the New Hampshir'#
coast and Great Bay. During the cleanup,
volunteers will help clean a local beach and
record their findings on data cards to help
study trends in marine pollution.

Individuals, families, and small and large groupsall welcome, and all supplies are provided.
Cleanup hours are generally from 8 AM to 12 PM,\@mrly by site. Volunteers should sign-up
by calling (603) 431-0260 or visitingww.blueoceansociety.omy www.coastalcleanup.org

Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation was deaia grant from the New Hampshire
Coastal Program to coordinate the event in New Hduing, with major sponsorship from Waste
ManagementThe International Coastal Cleanup is the largekinteer one-day event of its
kind. It was started by the Ocean Conservancy, @/haission is to promote healthy and diverse
ocean ecosystems and to oppose practices thatethreeean life and human life.

Blue Ocean Society, based in Portsmouth, has be@dioating the New Hampshire Coastal
Cleanup since 2005 and strives to spread awarahess the marine environment and the
importance of proper trash disposal. In additiotheoCoastal Cleanup, Blue Ocean Society runs
an Adopt-a-Beach program which involves groupdeaming 25 sites each month. During the
cleanup, each piece of trash collected is recoraled the data is used to implement local and
state projects to lessen waste on our beaches.

Last year’s cleanup in New Hampshire was a greatess, with a record number of 1,316
volunteers coming together to clean 19 miles of NHampshire’s coastlines and waterways.
The volunteers collected 46,5p#eces of debris, which amounted to 6,849 poundsash. The
number one item collected was cigarette butts,lo€iw23,059 were collected. Blue Ocean
Society expects that this year’s cleanup will leriost successful New Hampshire cleanup yet.
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Mammals, birds, and fish die every year from enliemegnt or ingestion of dangerous debris.
Cleanups decrease the threat of debris to marilidiferi Items such as fishing line, nets, plastic
bags, balloons, ribbon, and six-pack holders atemely dangerous and potentially fatal when
not disposed of properly. Some of the debris coimes ocean-based sources, but according to
the Ocean Conservancy, 62% of debris collected sdmen recreational activities on or near
the water.

This year’s cleanup will be conducted with the sissice of several local sponsors, including
Excella HealthcareiVaste Management, which is assisting with traspadial; Coca-Cola,
Poland Spring and Starbucks Coffee, who are dopaeverages; Flatbread Pizza, which is
donating food for the coordinator's meetiMyentworth-Douglass Hospital and Exeter Hospital,
who donated gloves; and Shaw’s Supermarket, whiclaigd reusable bags.

Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation is adPoouth-based non-profit organization
whose mission is to inspire passion in people ttseove the marine environment, through
education and research in New England. Blue Ocearety conducts much of its work in the
New Hampshire seacoast region. In addition to tee Nampshire Coastal Cleanup, Blue

Ocean Society coordinates an Adopt-a-Beach Progratrallows private groups to conduct
monthly beach cleanups, and public cleanups ardumed at Jenness Beach in Rye each month.
Blue Ocean Society also conducts special cleanithssehool, camp, and business groups
throughout the year. These events provide a url@araing and community service opportunity.
For more information about Blue Ocean Society t wisiw.blueoceansociety.org.

Funding to coordinate the Coastal Cleanup was geavby the New Hampshire Coastal
Program under the Coastal Zone Management Act b&A©Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management. The New Hampshire CoastatdPmo@NHCP) is a federally approved
coastal program authorized under the Coastal Zomealglement Act and is administered by the
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Servib#4CP strives to maintain a balance
between the use and preservation of coastal reseurbrough partnerships, funding and
science, NHCP works to improve water quality andslen-making in 42 coastal watershed
communities while supporting maritime uses andorgsy coastal wetlands.

Coastal residents, inland neighbors, businessesa@udteers are greatly needed to participate in
the New Hampshire Coastal Cleanup this fall. Eyamson makes a huge difference, and all
help is much appreciated. To join the cleanup,acirBlue Ocean Society at 431-0260 or e-mail
coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.&@r more information, visiwwww.blueoceansociety.omy
www.coastalcleanup.org

HiHt
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Date: August 31, 2011

Contacts: Jen Kennedy, Director or Heather Lewis, Progransshant
Phone:(603) 431-0260

E-mail: coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.org

Web: http://www.blueoceansociety.org/Research/Coastahmip.html

30 second PSA

Spend your Saturday walking along New Hampshireastand making a
difference! Join Blue Ocean Society for Marine Gamation, the New Hampshire
Coastal Program and Waste Management for teaBBual International Coastal
Cleanup in New Hampshire. With your help, we caanlup our coast and create
a safe and fun environment for our families to ghfon Saturday Septemberl7
join Blue Ocean Society in creating a healthy emvuinent for you, your families

and all ocean life! Last year over 40,000 piecedatdris were picked up. This
year, join in the fun and be a part of the solutmpollution!
To volunteer, contact Blue Ocean Society at 436002r E-mail
coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.org
With your help, we can keep New Hampshire Cleane~why it should be!

15 second PSA

Join Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservatioa,Nlew Hampshire Coastal
Program and Waste Management for the Internati@oaktal Cleanup on
Saturday, September 17th, 20He a part of the solution to pollution--lend a hand
in this effort and help make our beautiful stateetter, cleaner place.
To volunteer: Call 431-0260, E-maibastalcleanup@blueoceansociety, @
Visit www.blueoceansociety.org
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NEWS RELEASE

Date: August 31, 2011

Contacts: Jen Kennedy, Director, or Heather Lewis, Programssigiant
Phone: (603) 431-0260

E-mail: coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.org

Web: http://www.blueoceansociety.org/Research/coastaantip.html

THE 2011 NEW HAMPSHIRE COASTAL CLEANUP: BACK TO SCH OOL
MEANS BACK TO THE BEACH FOR SOME LUCKY NEW HAMPSHIR E
STUDENTS

Hundreds to Collect Trash, Recorg
Data for Marine Research on
Friday, Sept. 16

It may say September on the calendar, [
but some New Hampshire students are |

still heading for the beach. Students fro/{
all over the state will gather at Hamptor}
Beach State Park, North Beach, Foss
Beach, Ragged Neck State Park, and

Wallis Sands on September 16thto  §
participate in the New Hampshire .
Coastal Cleanup. Blue Ocean Society fi o Schod -

Marine Conservation is coordinating the Newmgton during the 2009 NH Coastal Cleanup Photo by
cleanup, which is expected to involve  Michael Petruzziello
over 500 students.

Students will pick up trash on the beach and retiwed findings on data cards for further study
by Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation dred@cean Conservancy as part of their
efforts to learn more about marine pollution, bloitally and internationally.

This is no ordinary day at the beach. Before hapdirt to the cleanup, students will learn about
the environmental problems related to marine delmtduding the dangers to marine mammals,
fish, and birds from entanglement or ingestion.oligh their participation in the cleanup,
students will have a hands-on experience with sifiedata collection. Their data sheets will
contribute important data to ongoing research camieg the worldwide sources of marine
debris. Ultimately, the trash that these studeoligct will help us to learn how we can prevent
more from showing up in its place.

Last year, 687 students, teachers and chaperorespgaded in the cleanup and collected 956

pounds of trash. The number one item collectedaigesette butts — close to 11,000 were
collected by students alone.
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In addition to the cleanup, Blue Ocean Societyrsfisteractive presentations about marine
pollution, research, and conservation to area 9dsh®o learn more about the cleanup or to
schedule a presentation, call (603) 431-0260 atr wisw.blueoceansociety.org

Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation is adPoouth-based non-profit organization
whose mission is to promote awareness and congamnaitthe marine environment through
education and research in New England. Blue Oceaiety conducts much of its work in the
New Hampshire Seacoast region. Funding to coorelitiet Coastal Cleanup was provided by
the New Hampshire Coastal Program (NHCP) undeCthesstal Zone Management Act by
NOAA'’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource ManagenThe NHCP is a federally
approved coastal program and is administered biXéve Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services. The NHCP strives to maméabalance between the use and
preservation of coastal resources. Through patipsfunding and science, the NHCP works
to improve water quality and decision-making incdastal watershed communities, supports
maritime uses, and restores coastal wetlands.

it

NH Coastal Cleanup Press Kit Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation, 603-431-0260 8/31/11



Buut Oczen v w 51 9698 2 (

Society for Marine Conservation

COASTAL CLEANUP FACTS

About the New Hampshire Cleanup
On Saturday, September 17th, volunteers around
the world will gather at waterways to collect marin
debris and record their findings as part of th8 26
annual International Coastal Cleanup, which was
started in 1985 by the Ocean Conservancy.
In the past 25 years of International Coastal
Cleanups, over 144 million pounds of trash have
been collected by over 8 million volunteers!
In the 2010 International Coastal Cleanup, 615,407
volunteers removed over 8 million pounds of debris
from 14,859miles of shoreline, spanning 114
different countries and 46 U.S. states.
This is the 28 year the cleanup is being conducted
in New Hampshire. In this year’s cleanup, work
will be done on approximately 30 sites along the
New Hampshire coast and Great Bay. Volunteers
and volunteer coordinators are needed to oversgesta.
The New Hampshire Coastal Cleanup is being cootelihlay Blue Ocean Society for
Marine Conservation, a Portsmouth based non-poajfinization, with funding from the
New Hampshire Coastal Program/NH Department of t&nvnental Services and
assistance from several local sponsors.

New Hampshire Coastal Cleanup Events
Friday, September 16- Student cleanupat Hampton Beach State Park, North Beach,
Foss Beach, Ragged Neck State Park, and WallissS@wer 500 students are expected
to participate.
Saturday, September 17 Public cleanupat over 30 sites along the coast and Great
Bay. We are currently looking for volunteers!

Coastal Cleanup Facts & Figures

- According to all-time cleanup data provided by @wean Conservancy, people have the
power to end marine debris: 62 percent of all deisrirom land-based shoreline and
recreational activities, and an additional 29 petdefrom purely smoking-related
activities. The remaining items are a mix from ageactivities, medical or hygienic
materials, or the result of dumping.
In the 2010 New Hampshire Coastal Cleanup, 1,31neers collected 6,849 pounds of
trash, filling 274 garbage bags.
Over half of the debris was from smoking-relatetivaces (i.e. cigarette filters, cigar
tips, cigarette packaging). The #1 item found wegarette butts, which totaletB,059
Other top items included food wrappers, bottle Gapslids, rope, beverage cans, bags
and glass bottles.
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Coastal Cleanup Facts, cont.

TOP TEN DEBRIS ITEMS FOUND ON NEW HAMPSHIRE CLEANUP

$! %%%&' & (

IN 2010

1. Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 23,059 49.58%
2. Rope 4,225 9.09%
3. Food Wrappers/Containers 3,710 7.98%
4. Beverage Cans 1,836 3.95%
5. Caps, Lids 1,724 3.71%
6. Bags (Plastic) 1,550 3.33%
7. Glass Beverage Bottles 1,113 2.39%
8. Cups, Utensils 1,068 2.30%
9. Beverage Bottles (plastic) 996 2.14%
10. Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps 800 1.72%
Total: 40,081 86.19%

SOURCES OF THE DEBRIS FOUND IN 2010:

Smoking-related Activities 50.5%
Shoreline and Recreational Activities 32.0%
Ocean Waterways Activities 15.9%
Medical and Hygiene 0.2%
Dumping Activities 1.5%

GROUPS INVOLVED IN THE CLEANUP (as of 8/30/2011)

Blue Ocean Society for Marine
Conservation

NH Coastal Program

NH Department of Environmental Services

New Hampshire Division of Parks &
Recreation

Seacoast Science Center

Nextera Energy Seabrook Station

United Divers of New Hampshire

SCHOOLS INVOLVED (as of 8/30/2011)
Dondero Elementary School, Portsmouth
Dover High School, Dover

Hampstead Middle School, Hampstead
Little Harbour School, Portsmouth
Newington Elementary School, Newington
Nottingham School, Northwood

Nute Middle School, Milton

Pembroke Academy, Pembroke
Pinkerton Academy, Derry

Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter

St. Bani School, Sanbornton
Winnacunnet High School, Hampton

NH Coastal Cleanup Press Kit
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Girl Scouts of the U.S.A./Girl Scouts of the
Green & White Mountains

Boy Scouts of America

Measured Progress

Oyster River Watershed Association

Coastal Conservation Association

Greenlands Association

Friends of North Hampton Beach

Coastal Research Volunteers

Seacoast Coca-Cola

8/31/11
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Coastal Cleanup Facts, cont.

SPONSORS (as of 8/30/2011)

Ocean Conservancy (overall coordination plus sampglges: bags, data cards, pencils)
NH Coastal Program/NH Department of Environmentakies (grant to coordinate cleanup in
New Hampshire, overall event support)

Waste Management (donating trash disposal services)

Starbucks Coffee (donating coffee to all publicadiep sites on September 17)
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital (donated gloves)

Exeter Hospital (donated gloves)

Poland Spring (donated water)

NH Division of Parks and Recreation (assisting Vigtility availability)

Excella Healthcare (donation)

Shaw’s Supermarket (donation of reusable bags)

Flatbread Company, Portsmouth (donated food fordinator's meeting)

WHY CONDUCT THE CLEANUP?
Debris is hazardous to both wildlife and people.
Data generated during the cleanup will help exgautalic knowledge of threats to the
oceans and help us understand pollution trendsim Nampshire.
Cleanups can be fun! Participants can spend dfeus at the beach enjoying the
scenery and spending time with friends, family aoevorkers while making an
immediate impact on the health of the marine emvirent.

FIVE REASONS TO VOLUNTEER

1. Help is needed- the success of the cleanup is directly relatetie¢ number of people who
help.

2. Peace of Mind- remove potentially deadly debris from the steord waterways.

3. Responsibility— ALL marine debris comes from human activity.

4. Community Involvement — take pride in your community and meet others wdi@ about

keeping it beautiful. Be a good role model foridfen.

5. Have Fun!— Gather friends, family, co-workers and enjoydlag outside while making a

difference!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Jen Kennedy Heather Lewis

Executive Director Programs Assistant

Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation  Blueddc8ociety for Marine Conservation
603-431-0260 (office) 603-431-0260

603-834-0253 (cell) heather@blueoceansociety.org
jen@blueoceansociety.org coastalcleanup@blueoceansociety.org

Online: http://blueoceansociety.org/Research/coastal_cfehtml
Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Hampshire-CoaStahnup/116015408450650
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