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Executive Summary 
 
The Beach Scoop: Tracking and Reducing Pet Waste on New Hampshire Coastal 
Beaches project was developed by Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation in 
response to the large amounts of pet waste we had observed during our monthly beach 
cleanups, especially during the winter months. We developed this campaign to start 
monitoring pet waste through data collection during beach cleanups and start using this 
data to design effective outreach tactics that would help eliminate pet waste on both town 
and state beaches in New Hampshire. 
 
The project was conducted from August 23, 2007 through December 31, 2008 with grant 
funds from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. Other costs for 
this project were in-kind materials and services provided by Barkin’ Biscuit in Stratham, 
NH, volunteers, vendor discounts, and appropriated revenues from Blue Ocean Society 
for Marine Conservation.  Grant funds from the NH Coastal Program and NOAA Marine 
Debris Program provided overall support for the beach cleanups conducted during this 
project. 
 
This project generated a baseline data set of dog waste along the NH coastline that was 
useful in developing outreach tools and generating awareness, and will be instrumental 
for assessing the dog waste problem in the future.  The other  major aspect of this project 
was outreach, which was conducted by volunteers handing out dog biscuits and 
biodegradable waste bags, along with information on pet waste, and the creation of dog 
waste information flyers, media releases, newsletter articles, and signs for display at 
beaches.  
 
The total project cost was $6,296.  NHDES provided $2,802 in grant funds for this 
project, and additional cash or in-kind services amounted to $3,495. 
 
We wish to thank our project partners, which included the NH Department of 
Environmental Services, New Hampshire Coastal Program, Angie Hoxie of Barkin’ 
Biscuit, NH Division of Parks and Recreation, Pease Development Authority (with 
special thanks to Matt Henderson), volunteers Clayton Burrows, Lyn Beattie and Bobby 
Kennedy, our Adopt-a-Beach groups, and thousands of beach cleanup volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 



Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation  Page 2 
The Beach Scoop: Tracking and Reducing Pet Waste on Coastal NH Beaches 
February 6, 2009 

List of Tables 
 
 
Table 1.  Adopt-a-Beach Program Monitoring Sites, current status and contacts, as of December 2008. ... 13 
Table 2. Additional sites to consider for monthly monitoring...................................................................... 13 
Table 4. Cleanup sites, number of cleanups conducted, volunteers, and dog waste recorded...................... 15 
Table 3. Dog waste and # of cleanups per season. ....................................................................................... 17 
 

 

List of Figures 
 
Figure 1. Beach cleanup locations. ................................................................................................................. 5 
Figure 2. Cleanups conducted at each site from August 23, 2007-December 31, 2008.................................13 
Figure 1. Average number of dog piles recorded per cleanup and the number of cleanups conducted per 
site...................................................................................................................................................................15 
Figure 4. Average number of dog piles per cleanup for all sites....................................................................16  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation  Page 3 
The Beach Scoop: Tracking and Reducing Pet Waste on Coastal NH Beaches 
February 6, 2009 

Introduction 
 
The Beach Scoop: Tracking and Reducing Pet Waste on New Hampshire Coastal 
Beaches project was developed by Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation in 
response to the large amounts of pet waste we had observed during our monthly beach 
cleanups, especially during the winter months. We developed this campaign to start 
monitoring pet waste through data collection during beach cleanups and start using this 
data to design effective outreach tactics that would help eliminate pet waste on both town 
and state beaches in New Hampshire. 
 
Since 2001, we have conducted beach cleanups along the New Hampshire coastline.  We 
started by adopting Jenness Beach in Rye for monthly cleanups as part of the National 
Marine Debris Monitoring Program (coordinated by the Ocean Conservancy), then 
received support from the New Hampshire Coastal Program (NHCP) to expand the 
Adopt-a-Beach program that had started in the state. As of December 2008, we had 22 
NH sites cleaned and monitored monthly by local individuals, organizations, schools and 
businesses as part of this program. Our cleanups have provided anecdotal evidence of the 
popularity of the beaches with dogs and dog owners, and the prevalence of dog waste on 
the beaches.   
 
As NHDES and the NHCP has shown in its online information and manuals regarding pet 
waste, pet waste causes a public health risk and is harmful to waterways, especially areas 
that provide drinking water, recreation or shellfish beds. It is also unsightly and annoying, 
especially when one steps in it. 
 
This project targeted beaches along the NH coastline, with specific focus on the beaches 
cleaned by our Adopt-a-Beach groups and during opportunistic cleanups, which included 
New Castle Beach and Fort Stark State Historic Site in New Castle; Odiorne Point, 
Wallis Sands State Beach, Foss Beach, Rye Harbor State Park, Cable Beach, Jenness 
Beach, and Sawyer’s Beach in Rye; Flounder’s Cove, Plaice Cove, North Beach and 
Hampton Beach in Hampton; and sections of Seabrook Beach in Seabrook. 
 
The goals of this project were to: 

1. Track the prevalence of dog waste on New Hampshire beaches. 
2. Generate awareness of the effects of dog waste on beaches/the environment. 
3. Encourage beachgoers to pick up after their dogs and dispose of the waste in a 

safe and environmentally sound way. 
 
The project objectives were: 

1. Track dog waste at beaches: We worked with beach cleanup volunteers to 
track dog waste on beach cleanup data cards to determine the magnitude of 
the dog waste problem, including if it is a seasonal problem and at what 
beaches it appeared to be the biggest problem.  
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2. Use our data to design an awareness campaign about the effects of dog waste: 
Our data gave us numbers that we could use to effectively demonstrate the 
magnitude of the dog waste problem on the beaches, and encourage dog 
owners to responsibly dispose of dog waste.   

 
This awareness campaign included: an art/slogan contest, developing media 
releases about the project and submitting them to the press, creating public 
service announcements, developing a project web page for our web site, 
writing an article in our print newsletter and for our electronic newsletter, and 
discussing the impact of pet waste at our beach cleanups and at educational 
programs. 

 
3. Encouraging proper disposal of dog waste: In addition to creating awareness 

of the issue, we wished to provide ways to reach pet owners and encourage 
them to pick up after their dogs and dispose of waste properly.  Some barriers 
preventing owners from picking up after their dogs on the beach are not 
having a bag to dispose of the waste, not knowing where to dispose of it, not 
wanting to carry the bag with them, or because they do not think that it is a 
problem – that the ocean will just wash dog waste away and it will not cause 
harm.  Keeping these barriers in mind, we hoped to implement several tools 
designed to encourage proper waste disposal.  

 
We also hoped to recruit “ambassadors” to be at the beach to distribute 
materials at other times, and distribute items at fairs, festivals and our program 
sites throughout the year. 
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Watershed Map 
 

Below is a map of the primary project locations, which was where regular beach cleanups 
were conducted. 

 
 

Figure 2. Beach cleanup locations. 
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Peirce Island 
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Project Performance Targets and Milestones 
 
Specific project performance targets were not described in our project proposal, as one 
objective of the project was to start generating data on dog waste at beaches and develop 
a baseline from which we could analyze future trends. 
 
However, targets and milestones that were used to evaluate this project were: 
 
1. Development of artwork and slogan for outreach efforts. 
2. Involvement of volunteers in outreach efforts, with an objective of recruiting 

volunteer “ambassadors” to help us educate about dog waste and hand out dog 
biscuits, in addition to gaining participation from our Adopt-a-Beach groups. 

3. Amounts of dog waste recorded at beach cleanups by volunteers and analysis of 
trends in different seasons and on different beaches. 

4. Numbers of dog waste pledge cards turned in. 
5. Numbers of dog biscuits distributed. 
6. Additional outreach/prevention tools generated – e.g., media coverage, dog waste 

disposal stations installed, signage created. 
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Project Performance Target Verification 
 
Below is a discussion of each target item and the results. 
 
1. Design dog waste issues awareness campaign, including various outreach tools. 
 
Initially, we updated our web site with a project information page 
(www.blueoceansociety.org/poop.htm) and then held an art contest with several groups 
of students and at some of our public programs to solicit artwork and a slogan to use on 
our biscuit tags, web site and other materials.   As part of the contest, we designed a flyer 
that was distributed to area schools where possible and at our program sites. We were, 
unfortunately, unsuccessful at getting artwork that was useful for this purpose, and ended 
up using clipart. However, the contest itself and handing out associated information did 
help to educate the public about the problems of pet waste, especially on the beach. 
 
We did decide on a slogan, which was developed by an adult during a workshop we held 
with City Year New Hampshire’s Young Heroes program.  The slogan we picked was: 
“A Dog May Be Man’s Best Friend...But Poop Is Not!” 
 
One reason it may have been difficult to get artwork is because students, younger ones 
especially, probably do not understand well what a good “logo” looks like, and how to 
design one around an admittedly unappealing subject like dog poop and make the logo 
eye-catching and educational.  In our contest, we ended up with several nice drawings of 
dogs creating waste, or waste itself, but nothing usable for this campaign, which is why 
we opted for a clipart image of a dog begging for a biscuit. 
 
As part of the outreach materials developed with this project, we created a volunteer 
recruitment flyer/project information fact sheet, wrote a feature article on the project in 
our print newsletter (distributed to several hundred people on our mailing list and at 
program sites and viewable to thousands online) and wrote about the project in our e-
newsletters 
 
We also created a weatherproof 12” x 12” color sign for display at cleanups (based on our 
biscuit tag design and information), and we are in the process of distributing these to our 
Adopt-a-Beach groups and will place them at public venues, such as at our touch tank 
this summer and aboard 2-3 whale watch vessels, where it will likely be seen by 30,000+ 
visitors. 
 
2. Involvement of volunteers in outreach efforts, with an objective of recruiting 

volunteer “ambassadors” to help us educate about dog waste and hand out dog 
biscuits, in addition to gaining participation from our Adopt-a-Beach groups. 

 
The involvement of volunteers in this project was two-fold, with two volunteer “groups”: 
our Adopt-a-Beach cleanup program volunteers and volunteers recruited specifically as 
pet waste ambassadors to go out to local beaches specifically to hand out dog biscuits and 
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talk to dog owners about pet waste. 
 
In both instances, it was more difficult to recruit volunteers than we expected.  While it 
was easy to include the item “dog waste” on our data cards and cleanup volunteers were 
eager to record their findings and distribute the biscuits amongst group members (a valid 
outreach tool in itself) it was difficult to recruit volunteers to hand out dog biscuits to 
strangers. 
 
Our initial thinking, as dog owners ourselves, was, “who wouldn’t want to receive a free 
dog biscuit and poop bag?”  But it was difficult to get Adopt-a-Beach groups to take a 
large number of biscuits to hand out and also difficult to recruit beach ambassadors.  We 
think this is because of the sensitivity of the dog waste issue, and the restrictions that are 
already on dog owners – potential volunteers were worried about “confronting” dog 
owners, although the volunteers that did participate in this program were well-received 
by dog owners on the beach.  
 
The data collection aspect of the project went much better. Overall, 227 beach cleanups 
were conducted between the project dates of August 23, 2007 and December 31, 2008 
and volunteers were diligent about looking out for and recording any dog waste that was 
sighted.  They were also encouraged by BOS to pick it up (using disposable gloves and 
also their cleanup bag as a “glove” on top of their disposable gloves) when they felt 
comfortable.  A total of 3,376 volunteers participated in cleanups (note: these are not all 
unique volunteers, as some volunteers participated in multiple cleanups.) 
 
We also handed the biscuits out at regular beach cleanups, distributed them to Adopt-a-
Beach groups, and handed them out at local fairs and festivals, including the Martin 
Luther King Day Volunteer Fair in Portsmouth in January, Strawbery Banke’s Fourth of 
July Festival in July, Newmarket’s Going Green Festival, and several others.   
 
In addition, 3 beach ambassadors were recruited to hand out dog biscuits.  These 
volunteers met with us personally to receive information on the project and suggestions 
for approaching dog owners.  
 
Below are notes on the three volunteers and their experiences handing out biscuits: 
 
Lyn Beattie Rye, NH  

• Lyn, who is also a UNH Marine Docent, handed out 21 biscuits at Wallis Sands 
between February-December 2008 

• Most folks’ responses were favorable 
• People were reluctant to fill out card, perhaps with concerns of this information 

being used else where. 
• Did confront unleashed dog owners and spoke of the up coming lease laws. 
• Having dogs unleashed leaves them to wander and defecate where owners may 

not see. 
• Confronted one dog owner and asked her “do you need a poop bag” the owner did 

have one but seemed a bit surprised at the offer. 
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• Has a neighbor who confronts owners in her absence. 
• She did notice people with up to 4 dogs without leashes and spoke to them these 

individuals were from Greenland and Stratham, unaware of keeping dogs on 
leashes. 

• During the summer months owners will “meet” at the beach, dogs unleashed and 
noticed dog fights. 

• No one commented on the dangers of leaving your dog poop behind. 
• In her opinion the # of poops at Wallis Sands seems to be less. 
• Lyn called our office in January 2009 and spoke with us in detail about the 

proposed leash law in Rye, saying she thinks having pets leashed will 
dramatically help the pet waste problem. 

 
Clayton Barrows, Greenland, NH 
 

• A total of 13 biscuit packets were handed out to dog owners on three occasions at 
Jenness Beach (October 9th, October 15th, and October 18th).  One other visit 
was made to Jenness Beach in January 2009 but no owners were observed. 

• On all occasions, owners were approached, informed about the dog cleanup 
program and told about the importance of cleaning up dog waste.  While no dog 
owners returned completed pledge cards, they were instructed to complete them 
and mail them to the Blue Ocean Society if interested.  (In retrospect, a greater 
effort will be made to collect the cards on site next time).   

• Dog owners were generally very interested and cooperative.  Many of them 
already had dog cleanup bags with them.  In general, they expressed comments 
such as "interested," and "important project." They were generally friendly. 

• Additional visit will be made in February.  Snow and cold prevented visits in late 
January and early February. 

 
Bobby Kennedy, Rye, NH 

• Came to Jenness Beach to learn about the project and we gave him 20 biscuits, 
but we have not been able to reach him since (phone has been disconnected.) 

 
In total 600 dog biscuits have been handed out so far and we expect to hand out the rest 
of the biscuits (1,400) in the coming months. 
 
3. Amounts of dog waste recorded at beach cleanups by volunteers. 
 
Volunteers recorded a large amount of dog waste at the 227 beach cleanups conducted in 
New Hampshire during this project.  Results of the beach cleanups are detailed in the 
next section of this report. 
 
4. Numbers of dog waste pledge cards turned in. 
 
Each time dog owners took a biscuit, they were asked to fill out a pledge card which 
asked them to promise to pick up their dog’s waste. We thought this pledge card would 
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also be helpful in tracking the numbers of biscuits actually handed out by our 
ambassadors and Adopt-a-Beach groups.  From speaking to volunteers, it appears that it 
was fairly easy to get dog owners to sign the pledge cards when the biscuits were located 
at a table at a public event or program, but more difficult to get them to sign a pledge 
form on the beach.  According to our beach ambassadors, some people felt uncomfortable 
giving their information out. Perhaps there was less concern in giving out personal 
information in a more formal setting, such as an exhibit table, where additional 
information about BOS, along with staff members, was present.  
 
The volunteers handing out the biscuits may have not been very assertive in asking for 
the return of pledge cards, which also could have contributed to the low response rate. 
 
Out of the biscuits handed out, only about 50 pledge cards have been returned so far. 
 
Overall, handing out the biscuits at public events where there was a fairly strong BOS 
presence seemed to be more successful than recruiting volunteers to hand out biscuits to 
strangers on the beach. We plan to continue providing biscuits to volunteers to hand out 
and developing the methodology on this aspect of the project as long as biscuits are 
available. 
 
5. Numbers of dog biscuits distributed. 
 
We are grateful to Angie Hoxie of Barkin’ Biscuit in Stratham for committing to donate 
2,000 biscuits in support of this project. Since the biscuits are handmade and all-natural, 
we have been requesting biscuits as we needed them. 
 
As mentioned above, 600 dog biscuits have been distributed so far.  Since there are more 
biscuits in our agreement with Angie, we plan to continue this project until the biscuits 
run out! 
 
6. Additional outreach/prevention tools generated – e.g., media coverage, dog waste 

disposal stations installed, signage created. 
 
Additional targets for this project included generating awareness of the project and the 
issues around dog waste, and developing appropriate outreach and mitigation techniques 
where possible.  
 
Media coverage related to this project is in the Appendix.  We also produced signs for 
display at cleanups and other locations, and an image of this sign is in the Appendix.  We 
also wrote about the project in our newsletter (Appendix), which was distributed to 
several hundred people on our mailing list, at our program sites, and viewed by thousands 
of people online. The project was mentioned several times in our electronic newsletter, 
which comes out monthly. 
 
Ideally, there would be dog waste disposal stations at all beaches where dogs are allowed. 
But we have had conversations with staff at NHCP, NHDES and the Division of Parks 
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and Recreation regarding dog waste and the difficulty that installing a dog waste disposal 
station entails – not only having someone to actually monitor and empty the waste 
containers, but the fact that dogs are allowed on some beaches seasonally, if at all, so 
having waste disposal stations might encourage more dogs.  In general, we hope to work 
with state and town beaches after generating data associated with this project to install 
waste disposal stations wherever possible. But we did obtain dog waste disposal stations 
from the NHDES Beach Program, which had them leftover from another project, and 
tried to distribute them.  
 
We ended up giving them to managers of the Pease Development Authority, which 
manages the state piers in Rye, Hampton and Portsmouth – after seeing people throw dog 
waste into Rye Harbor.   After viewing this spectacle, we worked to make harbor 
employees more aware of the issues of dog waste (of which they were unfamiliar with 
before) and they agreed to install dog waste disposal stations at the state piers. 
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Project Outcomes & Measurable Results 
 
This section includes the data generated as a result of this project, along with discussion 
of these results. 
 
The primary, and most important, data set associated with this project is data on amount 
of pet waste observed at beach cleanups conducted by volunteers. Below is a description 
of how this data set was obtained. 
 
We involved volunteers in monthly cleanups through our Adopt-a-Beach program, and 
through additional cleanups open to the public and opportunistic cleanups conducted 
upon request from schools, businesses and other groups. Cleanup volunteers went 
through a training process, which was more or less detailed depending on what program 
they participated in. 
 
Groups that were interested in adopting a beach filled out our Adopt-a-Beach application 
and read our Adopt-a-Beach handbook, available online or by email, and then were 
contacted by the program coordinator to arrange their first cleanup and an on-site 
training, where they received cleanup supplies, a lengthy introduction to the data 
collection process, and conducted a cleanup along with a BOS staff member. 
 
We also conducted opportunistic cleanups with groups upon request at sites where more 
coverage was needed or because a site had not been adopted yet (e.g., Rye 
Harbor/Ragged Neck State Park, and public cleanups at Jenness Beach and other 
locations throughout the year.  Volunteers for these cleanups received on-site training via 
an introduction to BOS, our cleanup process, and instructions on how to look for debris 
and fill out the data cards.  At least one (usually more) BOS staff member was present at 
each of these cleanups.  Regular volunteers (individuals who participated in the cleanups 
on a nearly monthly basis) often participated in these cleanups as well, allowing for 
ample opportunity for cleanup participants to ask questions about procedures. 
 
As of December 2008, twenty-two sites were monitored regularly through our Adopt-a-
Beach program.  This includes our regular cleanups at Jenness Beach which are open to 
the public.  Tables 1 and 2 show sites currently monitored and those for which we are still 
recruiting groups to monitor regularly. 
 

All cleanup volunteers were provided with data cards (see Appendix), gloves, trash bags, 
a scale to weigh their trash, postage-paid return envelopes to mail the data cards back to 
the Blue Ocean Society office and a supply of brochures and decals.  BOS checked in 
regularly with the volunteers by e-mail or in person to make sure the cleanups were going 
as scheduled and to see if the group needed additional supplies or had any questions or 
problems.  
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Table 1.  Adopt-a-Beach Program Monitoring Sites, current status and contacts, as of December 2008. 

Cleanup Site Location Group Name 1st Cleanup Status 
Adam's Point Durham StoLat Organics 8/4/2008 Active 
Bass Beach N. Hampton Robyn Sealock 12/16/2006 Active 
Cable Beach/North End of Jenness Rye NEMO Equipment 1/21/2008 Active 
Flounder Cove Hampton Greenlands Assn 6/17/2005 Active 
Fort Stark Historic Site New Castle Karyn Warren 2/25/2007 Active 
Foss Beach North Rye Jacquie DeFreze/Rye Elem. 9/7/2006 Active 
Foss Beach South Rye Kathleen Metterville/Portsmouth HS 12/17/2005 Active 
Hampton Beach-Sec. A Hampton Baker, Newman and Noyes 5/31/2008 Active 
Hampton Beach-Sec. B Hampton Community Connectors/Woodlands Inn 1/27/2006 Active 
Hampton Beach-Sec. D Hampton Jen Marston 8/1/2008 Active 
Hampton Beach-Sec. E Hampton Linda Clark & Linda Rickenbach 4/24/2005 Active 
Jenness Beach Rye Blue Ocean Society & public volunteers 6/1/2001 Active 
New Castle Common New Castle Seacoast Mental Health 4/30/2008 Active 
North Beach North Hampton NH Chapter of Surfrider Foundation 3/24/2007 Active 
North Beach South Hampton Michelle Griffith 5/28/2008 Active 
Peirce Island Portsmouth Portsmouth Starbucks 7/8/2008 Active? 
Plaice Cove Hampton Ann Cummings 6/13/2008 Active 
S. Mill Pond Portsmouth Jaylon Curry/LifeShare, Inc. 6/5/2006 Active 
Sawyers Beach Rye Sally Baybutt & Rye Girl Scouts 3/13/2004 Active 
Seabrook, Sec. A (Jetty-Hooksett) Seabrook FUUSE & PEA 4/6/2008 Active 
Seabrook NMDMP (Sec. C) Seabrook Seacoast Youth Leadership Project/SYS 2/15/2006 Active 
Wallis Sands Rye Diane Hollingworth/Club Finz 1/17/2004 Active 

 

Table 2. Additional sites to consider for monthly monitoring. 
Cleanup Site Location Comments 
Beane Farm Greenland Site visits have been done.   
Foss Beach North Rye Adopted, but could use additional cleanups.  
Foss Beach South Rye Adopted, but could use additional cleanups. 
Fox Point Newington Site visits conducted. Site accessible to Newington residents only. 
Goat Island Newington/Little Bay Requires boat access. 
Great Bay Farms Newington Adopted, but adopter dropped out due to health issues. 
Hampton Beach-Sec. C Hampton Cleanups done opportunistically whenever possible. 
Hampton River Bridge Hampton Cleanups occasionally done by group from Seacoast Youth Services.  
Hilton Park Dover Cleanups done opportunistically whenever possible. 
Odiorne-Sunken Forest Rye Cleanups done opportunistically whenever possible. 
Ragged Neck Rye Cleanups done opportunistically whenever possible. 
Scammell Bridge  Durham Cleanups conducted last two years as part of NH Coastal Cleanup. 
Seabrook, Sec. B Seabrook Cleanups done opportunistically whenever possible. 

 
As data cards were received, they were logged into a spreadsheet created to track timely 
submission of data cards for each group and volunteer time and mileage, and then data 
was entered into a database. 
 
Cleanups by Adopt-a-Beach groups were done each month if possible, although some 
groups were more diligent than others.  Our Adopt-a-Beach program is fairly rigorous 
compared to those in other states (i.e., many Adopt-a-Beach programs only require 
groups to clean their site 2-3 times per year), so perhaps this is to be expected, although 
we do stress in training that cleanups should be done every month, 28-30 days apart. 
Figure 2 shows the number of cleanups done at each site during the project time period 
from August 23, 2007 through December 31, 2008. 
 
Table 4 shows a summary of the data from cleanups. All raw data is available in the 
Appendix.  
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# of Cleanups Conducted During Project
August 23, 2007-December 31, 2008
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Figure 3. Cleanups conducted at each site from August 23, 2007-December 31, 2008. 

The number of cleanups conducted per site during the project ranged from 1 to 20 (Figure 
2), and the total number of volunteers for each site for the entire project ranged from 1 to 
531.  During cleanups, volunteers tracked both dog waste that was bagged and left on the 
beach, and waste that was not bagged, which was more numerous.  The total number of 
dog piles recorded for each site through the entire project ranged from a low of 0 at 
several sites (Adam’s Point, Fort Stark, Great Bay Farms, Hampton River Bridge, 
Seabrook Public Library, Seacoast Science Center, and Wallis Sands) to 207 at Jenness 
Beach in Rye, where cleanups are conducted most frequently.   
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Table 3. Cleanup sites, number of cleanups conducted, volunteers, and dog waste recorded. 

Cleanup Site 

# 
Cleanups 

During 
Project 

Total 
Volunteers 

Dog 
Waste 
(un-

bagged) 

Dog 
Waste 

(bagged) 
Dog Piles 
Recorded 

Avg. Dog 
Piles/ 

Cleanup 
Adam's Point, Durham 3 13 0 0 0 0.0 
Bass Beach, North Hampton 10 21 4 7 11 1.1 
Cable Beach, Rye 7 35 5 25 30 4.3 
Flounder's Cove, Hampton 16 67 1 4 5 0.3 
Fort Stark, New Castle 6 15 0 0 0 0.0 
Foss Beach North, Rye 4 258 15 6 21 5.3 
Foss Beach South, Rye 9 312 7 17 24 2.7 
Great Bay Farms, Newington 2 6 0 0 0 0.0 
Hampton Beach North Half 2 224 31 2 33 16.5 
Hampton Beach Section A 4 29 2 1 3 0.8 
Hampton Beach Section B 8 71 9 3 12 1.5 
Hampton Beach Section C 5 108 73 24 97 19.4 
Hampton Beach Section D 7 71 17 0 17 2.4 
Hampton Beach Section E 14 38 26 25 51 3.6 
Hampton Beach South Half 1 215 72 7 79 79.0 
Hampton River Bridge 2 10 0 0 0 0.0 
Hilton Park, Dover 3 57 7 1 8 2.7 
Jenness Beach, Rye 20 531 180 27 207 10.4 
New Castle Common Beach, 
New Castle 7 40 11 3 14 2.0 
North Beach North, Hampton 9 98 5 10 15 1.7 
North Beach South, Hampton 4 6 2 0 2 0.5 
Odiorne Point/Drowned Forest, 
Rye 5 207 2 3 5 1.0 
Peirce Island, Portsmouth 2 76 82 9 91 45.5 
Plaice Cove, Hampton 8 13 6 9 15 1.9 
Ragged Neck Park, Rye 6 205 26 3 29 4.8 
Sawyer's Beach, Rye 14 100 4 1 5 0.4 
Seabrook Beach Section A 10 171 35 19 54 5.4 
Seabrook Beach Section B 1 1 8 1 9 9.0 
Seabrook Beach Section C 8 100 30 1 31 3.9 
Seabrook Public Library-near 
railroad tracks 1 9 0 0 0 0.0 
Seacoast Science Center, Rye 1 35 0 0 0 0.0 
South Mill Pond, Portsmouth 15 147 40 6 46 3.1 
Wallis Sands, Rye 11 87 0 0 0 0.0 
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To better examine the amount 
of dog waste, taking into 
account the frequency of 
cleanups, we averaged the 
number of dog piles found 
per cleanup (Figure 3), and 
obtained a range of 0 to 79.  
The highest (79) was for the 
south half of Hampton 
Beach. This site was cleaned 
only once, by a large group 
of students that was too large 
to keep within the confines of 
our traditional cleanup 
sections at Hampton Beach.   
 
Of the sites that were cleaned 
on a regular basis, Jenness 
Beach had the highest 
average of dog waste per 
cleanup (10.4), which is not 
surprising given the 
popularity of this beach with 
dog owners. 
 
Examination of Figure 3 shows that the sites with the greatest numbers of cleanups were 
not necessarily the ones where the most dog waste was recorded, perhaps reflecting the 
type of beach (e.g., one frequented more often by beach residents vs. one frequented by 
tourists or out-of-towners) and the local regulations regarding dogs on the beach. 
 
We also averaged the number of dog piles recorded per cleanup for all sites across each 
of the months that cleanups were conducted (Figure 4).  There was an impressive spike in 
waste in April.  This is likely reflective of several things: an increase in beach visitation 
as the weather warms, snow melting revealing dog waste that wasn’t observed during 
winter cleanups and was now able to be picked up, and a large number of 
cleanups/volunteers in April surrounding Earth Day (April 22, with a concentration of 
cleanups around that date). It will be interesting to analyze trends in future years, 
especially if we could compare them to snowfall, to see if this dramatic increase in April 
continues and what might cause it. 
 
 

Total # of Cleanups and Average # of Dog Piles 
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Figure 4. Average number of dog piles recorded per cleanup and the 
number of cleanups conducted per site. 
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Figure 5. Average number of dog piles per cleanup for all sites. 
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Further Exploring Seasonality of Dog Waste 
We started this project because of the huge increase we had observe in dog waste on 
beaches during the winter.  Many towns have restrictions on dogs visiting beaches during 
the summer months. For example, during this project, the town of Rye restricted dogs 
from the beach to the hours of 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. between Memorial Day weekend and 
October 1.  Dogs were allowed on the beach all day during the period from October 1 to 
the Saturday before Memorial Day.  Dogs are not allowed on state beaches in Hampton 
and Rye, although they are often at these beaches in the winter when no park patrol is 
present. 
 
Table 3 shows data for these time periods, which for ease of analysis, were divided into 
winter (“Dog Season,” October 1-May 31) and summer (dogs restricted, June 1-
September 30). 
 
Table 4. Dog waste and # of cleanups per season. 

Season # Cleanups # Dog Piles 
Recorded 

Avg. # Dog Piles Per 
Cleanup 

Winter (“Dog Season”) 157 806 5.1 
Summer (Dogs 
Restricted) 

70 108 1.5 

 
The data above show that when dogs are allowed free reign of the beach, the amount of 
waste on the beach increases almost five-fold.  Without information on the actual 
numbers of dogs on the beach, it is difficult to tell if usage of the beach in terms of 
number of dogs is the same each season.  This data, combined with the dramatic increase 
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in waste on the beach in April seen earlier, means that educational efforts should be extra 
vigilant in the spring as the weather warms, focusing on the “off season.”  
 
Residential vs. “Touristy” Beaches 
 
Table 4 shows that the amount of dog waste on local beaches varies greatly, but it seems 
to be more of a problem in areas that are popular with a wide range of tourists or New 
Hampshire residents from other towns.  These beaches include Jenness Beach and 
Hampton Beach.  Smaller, more residential, and virtually unknown areas (except to locals 
or residents) such as Bass Beach, Cable Beach, Flounder’s Cove, Fort Stark and Foss 
Beach have less of a problem with dog waste, indicating that residents may be more 
likely to take “ownership” of their beach and pick up after their pets and exert peer 
pressure on visitors to do the same. 
 
We often find the same trend with all of our cleanup data, whereas it appears that in 
general, beaches more frequented by locals or those that are lined with houses tend to 
have less litter on them than those more frequented by tourists.   
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
This project was successful in generating a large, baseline data set about dog waste on 
beaches in New Hampshire, and that is important so that we can analyze future trends and 
determine if outreach efforts are working.  We believe much more awareness of the 
problem of pet waste, especially on beaches, was generated as a result of this project, but 
hope to continue to do outreach work, which will include continuing to recruit volunteers 
to hand out biscuits and also handing them out at our programs and events, using this 
report and future data to generate media interest in this topic, and working with state 
agencies and towns to further reduce pet waste on New Hampshire beaches.    
 
The compilation of data in this report gives us an extra tool to inspire the public, potential 
volunteers and Adopt-a-Beach program participants in helping us address the problem. 
 
As discussed previously, gaining adequate artwork for this project was difficult, which 
we were surprised about since we modeled much of this project on the City of Dover’s 
pet waste outreach project, which successfully generated student artwork, and the fact 
that we also solicit student art work for our annual Coastal Cleanup.  One potential cause 
was that funding for this project was approved in late August, and we were eager to get 
going on it.  However, this is a time when we have less interaction with students, and 
early in the school year, teachers have a lot going on and may not be as inclined to 
participate in an art contest as they might at the end of the school year.  Future efforts to 
solicit student artwork would likely be more successful if developed as part of an 
educational program (e.g. as an activity the students do after a presentation) and with 
brief information on graphic design, and conducted more toward the middle or end of the 
school year. 
 
We were also less successful at recruiting beach ambassadors than we anticipated, but 
hope to continue recruiting people and handing out dog biscuits and fine-tuning this 
aspect of the program.  We hope that releasing information detailed in this report will 
help us gain additional project participants and generate more awareness. 
 
The data generated is one of the most successful aspects of this project, and we encourage 
others doing cleanups of any kind to record pet waste as part of other data collection 
efforts if this is an issue in an area. The data card we used could also be used as a model 
of how to survey trash or pet waste in general to get an idea of the problem.   It will also 
be helpful in determining the success of new carry-in, carry-out programs, such as at 
Peirce Island in Portsmouth, which removed trash barrels in summer 2008 in favor of a 
carry-in, carry-out policy. 
 
Our next step will be to continue to generate awareness (especially since this report is 
being written in winter) using this report and capitalizing on the upcoming spring season 
and Earth Day to encourage pet owners to act responsibly. 
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Appendices 
 

• Final Project Budget 
• Cleanup Data Card 
• Newsletters with Articles Related to Project 
• Media Coverage 
• Project Information Flyer 
• United Way Volunteer Listing 
• Art Contest Flyer 
• Biscuit Tags 
• Project Page on BOS Web Site 
• Sign for Beaches 
• Raw Data From Cleanups 
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Final Project Budget 
 

  Grant   Match  Match Source 
Personnel    
Project Coordinator - 80 hours @ $19/hour      1,520   
Volunteers handing out biscuits at beaches and 
program sites.  600 biscuits x .1 hour/biscuit x 
$19.51/hour  

  
1,171 Volunteer service 

Volunteer travel time: C. Burrows .8 hours x 3 trips 
x $19.51/hour  

  
47 Volunteer service 

Total Personnel     1,520      1,217  
    
Fringe (12% of salary)         182   
Total Fringe         182   
    
Supplies/Equipment    
Dog biscuits - 2,000 biscuits committed from 
Barkin' Biscuit  

  
2,000 Barkin' Biscuit 

Printing - Fall 2007 newsletter        552           40 BOS - Cash 
Signs for cleanup sites, to display during cleanups 
& for other program sites, e.g. touch tank in 
Portsmouth - 20 signs @ $15/each 

  
300 

  
53 

Non-profit discount from Infinite 
Imaging 

Printing - ink for data cards and project 
info/recruitment flyers - Set of HP Inkjet Cartridges 
#56/57  

  
60 

Prices from Shoplet.com, our 
usual vendor ($21.95 for #56 
black, $38.05 for #57 color) 

Postage & envelopes for groups to return data 
cards. 200 Adopt-a-Beach cleanups returned via 
mail in BOS-provided envelopes. 200 x .42/postage            84 BOS - Cash 
Biodegradable dog waste bags - from 
PoopBags.com 

  
87   

Printing - tags for dog biscuits         160   
Total Supplies     1,099      2,237  
    
Travel    
Volunteer travel to sites to hand out biscuits.  23 
miles x 3 x .585  

  
40 Volunteer service 

Total Travel              -             40  
    
TOTALS      2,802     3,495  

 
 



 

Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation 
Coastal Debris Monitoring Project 

Data Card 

Please answer the following questions and record your data on the back of this 
card.  Return the card to your survey director.  Completed cards can be dropped-
off or mailed to: Blue Ocean Society, 143 Pleasant St., Portsmouth, NH 03801 

Name_____________________ Affiliation ______________________ 
 
Survey Site_______________________________________________  
 
Today’s Date_____/______/_____ Survey #_____________  
     (office use only) 
 

Air Temperature _______  Wind Direction_________ (direction wind is 
      coming from) 
Wind Speed __________ (1=no wind, 2=slight, 3=moderate, 4=heavy, 5=gale) 
 
Brief description of weather: ________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Weather conditions from previous week: _______________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Time (Beginning of Survey) _______  Time (End of Survey): _______ 
 
Other Remarks____________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 

Dead/Live/Entangled Animals: 
 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 

Survey Director: ________________ 

Total # Volunteers @Cleanup:  
_____ Adults  
_____ Children (under 18) 
______Total Volunteers 
 
Total # Full Bags of Trash: _______ 
 
Total lbs. of Trash: _____________ 

Rev. 1/7/08 
printed on 100% recycled paper 
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Rev. 1/7/08 
printed on 100% recycled paper 



 

| | | |   | | 
An easy way to keep track of the items you find is by making tick marks.  The box 
is for total items.  Example: Balloons ________________________________ 7 

Items Collected 

Ocean-Based Debris 
Gloves ______________________________________________________ 
 
Nets (incl. bait bags)___________________________________________ 
 
Traps/pots___________________________________________________ 
 
Floats/Buoys_________________________________________________ 
 
Fishing Line__________________________________________________ 
 
Rope ≥ 1 meter_______________________________________________ 

Total 

Condoms___________________________________________________ 
 
Metal beverage cans__________________________________________ 
 
Beverage bottles (glass)_______________________________________ 
 
Balloons____________________________________________________ 
 
Six-pack rings_______________________________________________ 
 
Straws_____________________________________________________ 
 
Tampon applicators___________________________________________ 
 
Syringes ___________________________________________________ 
 
Dog Poop(un-bagged)_____________         (bagged)__________    

Land-Based Debris Total 

  

Plastic bags (≤1m)___________________________________________ 
 
Plastic bags (≥1m)___________________________________________ 
 
Plastic bottles (beverage) ______________________________________ 
 
Plastic bottles (food) __________________________________________ 
 
Plastic bottles (bleach) ________________________________________ 
 
Bottle caps (plastic) __________________________________________ 
 
Motor oil containers __________________________________________ 
 
Cigarette butts_______________________________________________ 
 
Styrofoam cups______________________________________________ 
 
Straps-open_________________________________________________ 
 
Straps-closed________________________________________________ 
 

Comments/Other_____________________________________________ 

  

Total General Sources 
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identified by blue whale 
expert, Richard Sears, as 
“B396”- a whale with a very 
limited sighting history. 
    Volunteer Steve Renner 
said, “In many years of 
marine mammal watching 
and research, I’ve had 
many great experiences and 
sightings.  Seeing the blue 
whale while helping out 
aboard the Prince of Whales 
this past season is certainly 
up there on my list of 
favorites.  Spotting a blue 
whale in the Atlantic was a 
first for me. Hopefully the 
guests on that trip knew 
how fortunate they were, 
too.” 
    Deckhands on the whale 
watch boats were obviously 
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bris on our cleanups, we 
got worried! 
    Why does it matter? 
Just like our own sew-
age, untreated pet waste 
can be harmful to the 
environment and local 
waterways. According to 
the NH Coastal Pro-
gram’s web site, “Rain 
washes dog waste and 
the associated disease-
causing organisms, such 
as giardia and salmo-
nella, into rivers, 
beaches and bays via 
storm drains. Enough 
bacteria make water un-
safe for drinking and 

By Dianna Schulte 
    T h e  p a s s i n g  o f 
Columbus Day wraps up 
another season of whale 
watching and research on 
Jeffreys Ledge. Although 
we are still processing the 
data and identifying 
individual whales, we can 
say that overall, this was 
a good season for whales 
on the Ledge with lots of 
surprises! Here are a few 
of the highlights: 
 
Big Blue 
One of the biggest 
surprises  (no pun 
intended) was the sighting 
of a blue whale! Blue 
whales are the largest 
animal ever to live on 
Earth and are rare visitors 

to Jeffreys Ledge. These 
ocean giants can reach 
lengths of up to 110 feet 
(20 feet longer than the 
distance from home plate 
to first base) and weights 
of over 150 tons (equal to 
2 0  m a l e  A f r i c a n 
elephants)! Typical habitat 
for the blue whale in the 
North Atlantic is the Gulf 

of the St. Lawrence, the 
southeast coast of 
Greenland and around 
Newfoundland. Blue 
whales in the Gulf of 
Maine are rare (less than 
20 identified) but have 
been seen before- most 
recently once in 1992, 
and again in 2002. This 
particular whale was 

By Jen Kennedy 
    It is a brisk Saturday in 
March. You’re walking on 
a local beach, participat-
ing in a beach cleanup. 
Around you, you can hear 
the voices of volunteers 
reporting their findings: 
“Fishing line… plastic bot-
tle… beverage can… dog 
poop….more dog poop!” 

Dog poop? 
    This was a typical 
beach cleanup last winter, 
when we were astounded 
by the amount of dog 
waste at our monthly 
cleanups on Jenness 
Beach in Rye.  
    Dogs are prohibited 
from most area beaches 
during the day in the 
summer, but are allowed 
to roam during the fall, 
winter and spring. As fall 
2006 rolled around, we 
started seeing a concur-
rent increase in the 
amount of dog waste on 
the beach. When we 
started collecting more 
dog poop than marine de-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Rare blue whale on Jeffreys Ledge 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dog Poop: The Beach Scoop 



impressed with the sighting. Ryan 
Neelon, a deckhand on the Prince of 
Whales, remarked that it made the 
finbacks that we usually see look tiny 
in comparison.  Melanie 
White, deckhand for 
Granite State Whale 
Watch, commented, “To 
be presented with 
the opportunity to watch 
the largest species EVER 
to exist on this Earth 
near the boat brought a 
huge rush of disbelief and thrill to me 
all at the same moment.” 
 
Something We Never Hope to See 
    You may 
have already 
heard about 
the shocking 
sighting in 
July of a fin 
whale getting 
hit by a sport boat.  Jen Kennedy was 
naturalist aboard the Atlantic Queen 
that day. “Never in my 12 years of 
whale watching have I seen this”, she 
said, after the whale and boat collided 
and the whale re-surfaced with gashes 
on its side. The case caused a lot of 
media attention, and we hope that 
boaters will use extra caution from now 
on. The boater was charged by NOAA 
with a fine of $8,500. We are currently 
waiting to see if he will pay the fine or 
contest it, and will keep you posted. 
The whale? We haven’t seen it again, 
but hope to report more in the next 
issue. 
 
Moms are Right 
    We also saw three North Atlantic 
right whales (two with calves!) in the 
late summer. North Atlantic right 
whales are currently the most 
endangered large whale with a 
population of less than 400. Typical 
seasons will bring the rare right whales 
to Jeffreys Ledge a few sparse times 
but what makes this season stand out 
is that all three adults observed were 
female, and all three of them gave birth 
this year. The two that still had calves 
were only sighted for a day each. The 
third, who either weaned her calf early 
or lost it, spent over a week in the area. 
    Even though we couldn’t get too 
close (right whales are protected by a 

(Season highlights, continued from page 1) 
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500-yard approach rule), we were still 
excited to have these whales in our 
area and for the moms to be showing 
us the future of the species. 

    Patty Adell, a Blue 
Ocean Society naturalist, 
was along for the ride on 
the Atlantic Queen on her 
day off when one of the 
right whales was seen. “I 
was  thr i l l ed  and 
overjoyed!  It was my 
first time ever seeing a 
right whale and it made 

me hope for the future of these 
whales, as most times I speak of right 
whales it is about how their numbers 
are dropping.  That was one of my 
finest days whale watching.” 
 
It’s a Girl! 
    To continue the exciting baby 
whale news, we finally figured out the 
gender of Comet, a regular visitor 
(and adopt-a-whale choice) to Jeffreys 
Ledge. We have been watching Comet 
since 1997 and though we don’t see 
this whale every year, we had 
assumed it was male simply because 
it was never observed with a calf. 
Well, we all know what happens when 
we assume something…anyway, 
Comet showed up with a calf this 
year, proving us wrong and that she 
is female! As for her calf, its gender 
has yet to be determined, but it was 
quite active- rolling around and 
seeming to be playing with Comet as 
well as with the boat! 
    Summer intern, Catie Foley had 
this to say about the encounter: “It 
was absolutely amazing to witness the 
interaction of the mother and calf. 
While the mother was on a long dive, 
the calf would stay at the surface next 
to the boat. It was almost as if it was 
playing with us. It was such a special 
experience, because not only were we 
able to observe the calf, it almost felt 
like we were interacting with it.” 
   Addy McClanahan, also a summer 
intern, exclaimed, “Seeing a fin whale 
roll over is way cooler than watching 
a dog roll over!”   
    And that just about says it all. 
    As for the rest of the sightings of 
the season, stay tuned for our next 
newsletter to learn how many whales 
were on the Ledge this year, and who 
else we saw! 
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Adopt-a-Creature Updates  

Founders Recognized with Visionary Awards 
    On September 19, Blue Ocean 
Society for Marine Conservation 
founders Jen Kennedy and Dianna 
Schulte were honored to be 
presented with a Gulf of Maine 
Visionary Award. The award was 
presented by New Hampshire 
Governor John Lynch and Executive 
Councilor Bev Holl ingworth.  
According to the Gulf of Maine 
C o u n c i l ’ s  w e b  s i t e 
(www.gulfofmaine.org), “Each year, 
the Gulf of Maine Council gives 
Visionary Awards to two individuals, 
businesses, or organizations within 
each state and province bordering 
the Gulf. The awards recognize 
innova t i on ,  c r ea t i v i t y ,  and 
commitment to protecting the 
marine environment.”   
    At the presentation, we were 
acknowledged for our commitment 
to ocean health and education 

through school and group 
presentations, presentations 
aboard local whale watch and 
sightseeing boats, tide pool 
excursions and beach cleanups.         
    The Great Bay Stewards, 
dedicated to the long-term 
protection of Great Bay, were also 
recognized with a visionary award.       
    In a press release issued by the 
NH Department of Environmental 
Services, Ted Diers, Gulf of Maine 
Council Working Group member 
and NHDES Coastal Program 
manager, said “Recognizing the 
contribution of these visionaries is 
a celebration of both their amazing 
work and their passion to improve 
t h e  c o a s t a l  a n d  o c e a n 
environment.”   
    We’re excited to have all of our 
hard work over the years 
recognized, and look forward to 

continuing to spread our mission in 
the coming years! 

Satula  
Satula was spotted just once feeding 
on Jeffreys Ledge in June 2007.  
 
Finbacks 
Comet  
We have been watching Comet on 
Jeffreys Ledge since 1997 and were 
unsure of her gender until this year 
when she arrived with her first 
known calf!  She was observed with 
her playful calf for three days in 
June.  
 
Fjord  
Fjord was seen frequently throughout 
the season including an early 
sighting in May and a late sighting at 
the end of September. 
 
Ladder 
Ladder is our most frequently seen 
finback of 2007! He was observed 12 
times, most often in July! As is 
characteristic of Ladder, he was often 
seen in the company of other 
finbacks.  
 
Notch 
Notch has not been seen yet this 
year. 
 

Trigger 
Trigger returned to Jeffreys Ledge in 
June with another calf! This is her 
second calf that we’ve seen her with 
since 2001.  
 
Atlantic White-Sided Dolphin 
Stripes 
Dolphins were seen 75 times this 
year! Some pods were very small- only 
2-3 in the group, while other pods 
included over 300 dolphins!  
 
Other Species 
Gills 
Basking sharks were seen thirteen 
times near Jeffreys Ledge this year. 
 
Sunny  
Sunfish were seen 26 times this year, 
several of which were very close to 
shore! 

Jen Kennedy (L) and Dianna 
Schulte (R) with award plaque 

Humpbacks 
Flask  
Flask was seen frequently in June and 
made a brief, end-of-season 
appearance in September! He was seen 
with new scarring near his fluke- 
evidence of a potential entanglement.  
 
Marble 
Marble was not seen this year- he 
continues to play hide-and-seek with 
us.  
 
Owl 
Owl was seen several times throughout 
the season and occasionally in the 
company of other humpbacks, 
including Pinball! 
 
Pinball  
Pinball was seen once in June and 
several times in August, including a 
sighting of her with Owl and Littlespot! 

Pinball Comet & calf. B. Boucher photo 
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Rain or Shine: Hundreds Turn Out for 22nd Coastal Cleanup  
By Jen Kennedy 

    We’d been hoping 
for sunshine for the 
past week. When I 
awoke on September 
1 5 ,  I  w a s 

apprehensive as I looked out the 
window and saw a constant drizzle. 
The third Saturday in September is 
one of our biggest days of the year—
the day when hundreds of 
volunteers turn out for the New 
Hampshire Coastal Cleanup, held in 
conjunction with the International 
Coastal Cleanup (ICC). The ICC is 
coordinated worldwide by the Ocean 
Cons e r vancy .  The  c l e anup 
celebrated its 22nd anniversary this 
year, and is conducted here with 
funding from the NH Coastal 
Program and major sponsorship 
from Waste Management.  
    Armed with a big cup of coffee, I 
started making the rounds to 
cleanup sites. As the cleanup 
coordinator for New Hampshire, I 
don’t get to spend much time picking 
up litter on cleanup day, but instead 
check in at all of the cleanup sites to 
see if anyone needs supplies, and 
this year, to deliver chocolates to 
volunteers donated by one of our site 
coordinators (thanks, Sally Baybutt)!   
    My first stop was Foss Beach in 
Rye, where Patty Adell, a longtime 
naturalist for Blue Ocean Society 
was coordinating one of our public 
sites. I was amazed to find that 
despite the gloomy sky, there were 
already about 35 people waiting to 
start the cleanup!  The Portsmouth 
High School girl’s volleyball team 
came out in full force, along with 
many other volunteers, including 
Cathy Coletti, the communications 
coordinator for the NH Coastal 
Program, who participated in the 
event with her mom, and Alicia 
Carlson from the NH Department of 
Environmental Services. Despite the 
rainy weather, a total of 60 
volunteers cleaned Foss Beach.  
    The turnout at that beach 
exemplified the day—all of the sites I 
visited had droves of caring 
volunteers that had come to clean 
up the coast. Scouts, families, 
individuals, and company teams 

were all working hard to pick up 
marine debris and record their 
findings as part of a long-term 
study on marine pollution and 
effort to spread awareness. 
   In addition to the cleanup on the 
15th, we had a student cleanup the 
day before, with students from 
Little Harbour Elementary School 
in Portsmouth, Hampstead Middle 
School, and Sant Bani School in 
Sanbornton cleaning Hampton 
Beach under sunny skies.   
    The Ocean Conservancy allows 
any cleanup conducted in 
September or October to be 
counted toward the ICC. We’ve 
worked with several groups this fall 
to conduct this sweep of the coast. 
This effort, combined with monthly 
cleanups through our Adopt-a-
Beach program, will hopefully 
remove tons of potentially-harmful 
trash. 
    So far, we have recorded the 
participation of close to 1,000 
volunteers.  In our next newsletter, 
we’ll detail the results of the 
cleanup, including the top items 
found and the volume of trash 
removed.  
    Even if you don’t live in NH, you 
can participate in the cleanup!  
Visit www.coastalcleanup.org for 
more information. Hope to see you 
next year!     

CLEANUP SPONSORS 
Ocean Conservancy 
NH Coastal Program 
Waste Management 

NOAA Marine Debris Program 
Wentworth Douglass Hospital 

Poland Springs 
Wal-Mart (Newington & Seabrook) 

Sally Baybutt 
Sam’s Club (Seabrook) 

Portsmouth Flatbread Company 
Michael Yoon, graphics designer 

NH Division of Parks & Recreation 
City of Portsmouth 

 
Thank you for your support 
and commitment to a clean 

coast! 
 

New Hampshire Coastal 
Cleanup Web site: 

www.blueoceansociety.org/ 
coastalcleanup/ 
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Rye Girl Scouts & Families at Sawyer’s Beach 

Trash found under Hampton River bridge 



swimming and also contribute to 
shellfish bed closures.” Mmm…
Yummy! 
    Fortuitously, the NH Coastal Pro-
gram, part of the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Ser-
vices (NHDES) recently developed a 
manual on how to conduct a suc-
cessful pet waste outreach cam-
paign, modeled after a successful 
campaign conducted in Dover, NH, 
along with grant opportunity. 
    We recently received funding 
through this grant that would con-
duct outreach on the beach. There 
are several aspects to our project. To 
scientifically track the dog waste on 
the beach, we added a category for 
“dog waste” on our cleanup data 
cards, and distributed these new 
data cards to our cleanup volunteers 
starting in spring 2007. This will 
allow us to determine the prevalence 
of the problem and help us evaluate 
if our outreach is working. 

    We are now in the second phase 
of the project, which is working to 
prevent dog waste on the beach 
through increased outreach. This 
phase includes distributing dog 
biscuits and biodegradable pick-up 
bags to owners on the beach, work-
ings with state and local agencies 
to hopefully increase signage on the 
beach, creating a project web page, 
sending information to the local 
media, and investigating the poten-
tial of installing dog waste recepta-
cles at the beach.  While this pro-
ject is fairly small in funding, it can 
hopefully reach a wide audience 
and make a big impact, resulting in 
cleaner beaches for everyone to en-
joy all year! 
 
How can you help? 
• Always pick up after your pet! 
• Never put pet waste in a storm 

drain, as they drain directly to 
a local water body. 

• Instead, place the poop in a 
trash bag or bury it in your yard 
at least 5 inches in the ground 
and away from vegetable gar-
dens and waterways. 

• Participate in our slogan & art 
contest!  We’re looking for stu-
dents to design a logo and slo-
gan for our pet waste outreach 
campaign. 

• Be a beach ambassador! We’re 
also looking for volunteers to 
help hand out dog biscuits on 
the beach and at local fairs and 
festivals. For more information, 
call 603-431-0260 or e-mail 
info@blueoceansociety.org. 

 
Visit these web sites for more infor-
mation: 
ο www.des.nh.gov/Coastal/

scoopthepoop.htm 
ο www.blueoceansociety.org/

poop.htm 

(Dog poop, , continued from page 1) 

Coastal Cleanup Sites & Coordinators 

• Patty & Eric Adell–Foss Beach, 
Rye 

• Brewster Bartlett & Lisa 
Lavalley/Pinkerton Academy-
Ragged Neck State Park & Foss 
Beach, Rye 

• Sally Baybutt/Rye Girl Scouts–
Sawyers Beach, Rye 

• Joann Costanzo/Rye Junior High-
Pirates Cove Beach, Rye 

• Perrin Cothran Chick/Seacoast 
Science Center–Odiorne Point 
State Park, Rye 

• Lisa Damiano-Hampton Beach 
• Dick Dozier-Wentworth Golf 

Course 
• Karen Fitz/Measured Progress-

Peirce Island, Portsmouth 
• Sarah Gebo & Ron Sher/FPL 

Energy-Seabrook Inner Harbor 
Beach 

• Ross Ignachuck/Lonza Biologics, 
Inc.- Seabrook Main Beach 

• Jenna Jambeck & Matt Farfour-
Scammell Bridge Access 

• Kathleen Lang/Nute Middle 
School-Foss Beach, Rye 

• Richard Lodi/Philip Morris USA-
Foss Beach, Rye 

• Chris McCann – New Castle 
Bridges 

• Patty McKenzie-Plaice Cove, 
Hampton 

• Kristin & Nate Piper-Wallis Sands 
Beach, Rye 

• Mary Power/NH Coastal Program 
& United Divers-Hampton River 
(underwater dive site), & under 
Hampton River bridge 

• Ann Reid/Great Bay Coast Watch 
– Various GBCW sampling sites 

• Neil Savage & Lee Williams/Girl 
Scouts-Rye Turnoffs 

• Andy & Deb Schulte-New Castle 
Common 

• Suzanne Scippa/Exeter Cub 
Scouts-Jenness Beach 

• Cathy Silver/Winnacunnet 
H.S.-Seabrook Harbor 

• Jay Sullivan and Rachel 
Stevens/Great Bay Discovery 
Center and Timberlane High 
School- Private Land in 
Greenland 

• Kristen Sweeney/St. Mary 
Academy-Hilton Park, Dover 
Point  

• Camille Upson–Newington 
Town Beach 

• Peter Vandermark-Leaches Island, 
New Castle 

• Rick Wallwork, Boston Cares & 
Cisco Systems-Foss Beach, Rye 

• Amy Walter/Timberland-North 
Beach, Hampton 

• David Weber/Philips Exeter 
Academy-Seabrook Main Beach 

• Dick Weyrick & Judy 
Fahnestock/Oyster River 
Watershed Assn.-Durham 
Landing 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED DEDICATION! 

Portsmouth High School Volleyball 
team at Foss Beach 
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